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1. 
 

Start by laying Film over the 
top of a wing pattern.  I�ve 
found using blue painter�s 
tape works best and removes 
easier when finished. 

2. 
 

I cut the main support wires 
for the tops of the wings.  
Leave enough wire to over-
hang the inner edge of the 
film.   
 
I use FabriTac glue and run a 
bead down the length of the 
wire that will be in contact 
with the film 

Fantasy Wing Tutorial           

I recommend 20 gauge for wings 4-5 inches and 18 gauge for wings 
larger than 6 inches.  The wire in this tutorial is 18 gauge for support 
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3.  
 

Carefully lay the wire on the pat-
tern.  Notice the wire is above the 
pattern and longer than the line of 
the pattern.   These wings will be 
the size for a doll 8 to 12 inches 
tall.    
 
As long as I follow the basic shape 
of the pattern, it will still be pro-
portioned and both sides will be the 
same. 

4. 
 

Both top wires are glued and 
next comes the center rounds.  
I use anything I can find that is 
round to wrap my wire around 
to make the curve.  I add glue 
and with a tweezer, place the 
center on the film.  The centers 
are also made larger than the 
pattern. 
 
(Center rounds are 20 gauge wire) 
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5. 
 

With both top wires and center 
rounds in place, it�s time for the 
ribs. 
 
(all rib wires are 20 gauge) 

6. 
 

I cut ribs for both sides of 
the wings at the same time.  
This keeps the wings uni-
form.  I only cut the pieces I 
need at the time.   
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7. 
 

I will start at the top and 
continue to add wire to 
both sides as I go down 
until I get all the wires 
glued on both sides. 
 
Notice that the wires are 
not on the same lines as 
the pattern.  This still 
works as it is the same 
on both sides and I don�t 
want to use as much 
wire as it will weigh 
down the wings.  The 
ribs are not the main 
support. 

8. 
 

After both sides of the top wings are 
done, I start on the bottom.  Beginning 
with the top support wire.  Again, cut 
enough wire to do both wings at the same 
time. 
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9. 
 

Make the center rounds a little smaller than 
the ones on the top.  Glue each one and be-
gin making the ribs. 

10. 
 

This pattern is for a Luna Moth 
wing.    Keep in mind the size 
of the doll (8 - 12 inches).   
 
I�ve extended the tail of the 
bottom rib far below the actual 
pattern.  All the ribs are longer 
than the pattern and these will 
be trimmed once the heating 
process starts.  
 
DON�T BE IMPATIENT! 
 
Let the glue dry thoroughly be-
fore heating and shaping. 
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11. 
 

I place the film on a pyrex baking dish using the same tape that 
secured the film over the pattern.  The wires should be on the up-
side. 

12. 
 

Heating the film is critical.  Hold the heat 
gun between 8-10 inches away from the 
film surface.  Keep gun moving in an even 
flowing motion up and down the wing.  
Holding too close can burn the film. And 
holding on one spot too long will discolor 
the film 
 
The film will begin to crinkle.  This is not 
permanent.  The film is shrinking a little.. 
 
When all of the wing surface has these 
crinkles, stop and turn off heat gun. 
 
Do not touch for a minute...hot surface! 
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13. 
 

Turn the wing over and 
use more tape to secure to 
the baking dish.  Wires 
should be facing down. 
 
Use the heat gun again in 
an even flowing motion.  
This time the film will be-
gin to smooth out. 
 
If not all is smooth, it�s 
ok, turn off gun and let 
cool. 

14. 
 

When the wing is cool, gently cut 
the two halves apart and trim off ex-
cessive film.  Leave about a 1/4 inch 
edge on the top and bottom. 
 
It�s ok if there is a slight ripple in the 
rib section.  This will be worked on 
as the spot heating is done. 
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15. 
 

I run the blue part of the flame of a 
lighter along the top and bottom 
edge first.  Then I run along the 
outer edge of each section of the 
ribs.  This is what I call �spot heat-
ing�. 
 
(The block of wood is only used to 
allow me to show the flame and take 
a pic with the other hand.  I would 
normally be holding the wing in my 
other hand while doing this.) 
 
To make small holes in the wings, 
continue holding the wing upright 
and lightly and quickly move the 
side of the ligher flame along the 
width of the rib sections.  Do not hold too long or you will end up with a larger hole 
than you want.   

16. 
 

When both upper and lower wing sections 
are done, I will begin the other side.  I will 
use the first side as a reference to guide me 
with the melting of the edges.  Once the 
edges are complete on both wings, I will 
trim off the excess wires. 
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17. 
The wings are finished and the 
only thing remaining is embellish-
ments. 
 
I will use a glitter in the same 
color as the film.  I will add a 
small amount of microbeads and 
some rhinestones with black glit-
ter 
 
Twisting the end wires 
I use pliers to hold the wires firm 
at the base end of the film and 
twist the ends with a second pair 
of pliers. 

18. 
 

These are the finished wings with 
all the trimmings.   
 

This tutorial is for personal use only.   
It is not intended to be distributed without my permission.                           
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